STOURPORT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  1920. 


GENTLEMEN, 

The  order  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  is  in  compliance  with  a 
Memorandum  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Hea  1th. 

Statistics. — The  population  of  the  old  area  of  the  Stourport  Urban 
District  estimated  in  the  middle  of  the  year  is  4369,  that  of  the  area  added 
on  October  1st,  1920,  is  367.  The  mid-year  population  of  the  S  purport 
Urban  District  as  enlarged  on  1st  October,  1920,  is  therefore  4736. 

Births,  Males  51,  Females  49,  1  otal  100.  Birth  Rate  22  4. 

Illegitimate  Births  :  Males  2.  Females  2,  Total  4. 

Deaths. — Males  20,  Females  36,  Total  56.  Death  Rate  12‘5. 

Illegitimate  Deaths  :  Males  1,  Females  1,  Total  2. 

Infant  Mortality. — 90.  I\Ia/es.  Females. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  Total  4  ...  5 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  1  ...  1 

The  Birth  Rate  has  risen  from  16*0  in  1919  to  22*4,  but  is  still 

below  that  of  pre-war  years. 

The  Death  Rate  has  decreased  from  15*7  to  12  5. 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  one-  fifth  of  the  deaths,  no  fewer  than 
10  people  dying  from  this  dreadful  disease. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  higher  than  last  year,  in  fact  nearly  double. 

It  must  be  remembered  always  that  the  rates  of  small  populations  for 
short  periods  are  unreliable  ;  to  get  at  reliable  datas  they  must  be  deduced 
from  long  periods. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. — As  regards  the 
old  area  this  subject  has  been  dealt  with  fully  in  several  previous  reports, 
but  during  the  year  the  district  has  been  extended.  On  tbe  petition 
of  the  Council  for  a  considerable  extension  of  the  district,  to  in  elude 
Wilden  and  Hartlebury  Common,  an  enquiry  was  held  in  February  by  3 
members  appointed  by  the  County  Council  viz  :  J.  W.  Will  is  Bund,  Esq., 
Chairman  of  the  County  Council,  F.  Smith,  Esq.  and  G.  W.  Hobson,  Esq. 
The  extension  was  opposed  by  the  Droitwich  Rural  District  Council  and 
others.  During  the  enquiry  it  seemed  to  be  obvious  that  the  gentlemen 
holding  the  enquiry  were  hostile  to  the  inclusion  of  the  whole  area 
suggested  by  the  Council  and  an  alternative  proposal  was  put  forward  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  which  was  afterwards  recommended  for  adoption 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  the  County  Council. 
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The  added  area  became  part  of  the  Stourport  Urban  District  from 
30th  September.  It  is  estimated  roughly  to  comprise  279  acres.  One 
boundary  is  the  River  Stour  from  its  junction  with  the  River  Severn  as 
far  as  the  Mill  Road  Bridge,  a  second  is  the  River  Severn,  from  its 
junction  with  the  River  Stour  to  the  point  where  the  Titton  Brook  joins 
the  old  bed  of  the  River  Severn.  A  third  boundary  starts  from  the  Mill 
Road  Bridge  and  crossing  the  Stourport — Hartlebury  Road  skirts 
Hartlebury  Common,  (crossing  Stourport  —Worcester  Road)  to  the  point 
where  the  south  side  of  the  Common  joins  the  Worcester  Road  at  Titton, 
thence  for  about  100  yards  along  the  Worcester  Road  as  far  as  Titton 
Green  and  down  Titton  Lane  to  the  point  where  the  Titton  Brook  passes 
under  the  Lane,  afterwards  following  the  course  of  the  Brook  till  it  joins 
the  old  bed  of  the  River  Severn.  It  also  includes  a  patch  of  land  on  the 
south  side  of  and  adjoining  the  Worcester  Road,  which  evidently  was  at 
one  time  a  part  of  Hartlebury  Common,  on  which  stand  a  shoeing 
smith  s  forge  and  adjoining  cottage  and  two  other  cottages,  but  does  not 
include,  as  it  surely  might  be  expected  to  have  done,  a  row  of  cottages  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Worcester  Road  opposite  to  the  forge,  and  two  other 
cottages  a  hundred  yards  or  so  behind  them  on  another  patch  of  land,  also 
evidently  once  part  of  the  Common,  which  must  surely  be  included  in  and 
benefit  from  any  systems  of  Lighting,  Water  Supply  and  Sewage  Disposal 
extended  to  the  added  area. 

Th  e  soil  and  subsoil  is  of  the  same  character  as  the  rest  of  the 
district,  sand  and  gravel,  and  slopes  gradually  from  the  base  of  Hartlebury 
Common  towards  the  Rivers.  The  portions  adjacent  to  the  Rivers 

<vK  bew*g  liable  to  floods.  With  the  exception  of  3  farmhouses,  2  public 
houses  and  a  few  villas,  the  houses,  about  80  in  number,  are  of  the 
cottage  type.  A  Rug  and  Curtain  Factory  is  built  close  to  the  River  Stour 
and  an  extension  of  the  Anglo  American  Tin  Stamping  Company’s  Works 
opposite  the  Anchor  Inn  is  being  erected.  It  also  includes  the  Pumping 
Station  and  Sewage  Farm  belonging  to  the  District,  two  fields  used  as  gipsy 
encampments  and  a  number  of  bungalows  built  near  the  River  Severn 
used  chiefly  during  the  summer  months  by  holiday  makers. 

Except  for  the,, main  roads,  which  affect  a  minority,  cinder  paths  or 
lanes  and  the  towing  path  down  the  River  Severn  Side  are  at  present  the 
only  means  of  access  to  the  majority  of  the  houses.  The  Water  Supply 
is  obtained  from  shallow  wells  while  privy  middens  and  cesspits  are  the 
only  form  of  sewage  disposal.  As  the  wells  and  privy  middens  are  in  some 
instances  only  a  few  yards  apart  and  the  wells  are  very  shallow  the 
liability  to  pollution  must  be  considerable.  There  has  been  no  system 
of  scavenging,  and  by  reason  of  the  inaccessibility  of  most  of  the  houses 
it  will  be  an  expensive  and  difficult  matter  to  arrange. 

The  estimated  population  is  369. 

Except  with  regard  to  Statistics,  the  rest  of  the  Report  refers  only  to 
the  District  as  it  was  before  October  1st,  1920, 


2 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water. — The  great  majority  of  the  houses  are  supplied  from  the 
Bewdley  Waterworks  (Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report),  a  constant 
supply.  In  places  where  that  supply  is  inaccessible  the  houses  use 
wells,  most  of  them  shallow.  A  sample  from  one  well  was  sent  for  analysis 
and  certified  as  fit  tor  drinking  purposes. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — No  serious  pollution  of  the  rivers  or  canal 
takes  place  within  the  district. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Bridge  Street  area  and  part  of 
Mill  Road  still  utilise  the  old  sewers  ;  the  sewage  from  the  rest  of  the 
district,  except  the  parts  that  are  rural,  is  dealt  with  on  the  Sewage  Farm 
at  Titton  Sands.  It  is  received  by  a  collecting  -tank  close  to  the  Anglo 
American  Tin  Stamping  Works  and  pumped  thence  to  settling  tank  at  the 
Farm. 

Closet  Accommodation — Most  of  the  houses  supplied  from  the 
waterworks  have  W.C’s.  There  are  still  privies  in  the  district,  though 
comparatively  few,  chiefly  in  the  rural  areas.  Four  were  converted  into 
W.C’s  during  the  year  and  but  for  labour  difficulties  and  the  high  price  of 
materials  more  would  have  been  similarly  dealt  with. 

Scavenging. — This  is  regularly  and  systematically  carried  out. 
Ash-bins  in  the  town  are  emptied  weekly,  those  in  the  outlying  parts  ol 
the  district  fortnightly  and  ash-pits  as  required-  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  labour  it  has  not  however  been  possible  always  to  carry  out  the 
work  with  pre-war  regularity.  Till  the  war  ash-pits  were  being  rapidly 
replaced  by  ash-bins  and  the  work  is  still  being  carried  out  as  quickly  as 
possible  in  the  circumstances. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. — The  number  of  premises 
visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  was  504.  The  sanitary  defects 
rioted  were  not,  in  the  majority  of  instances  serious  and  many  have  been 
remedied.  Here  again  cost  of  labour  and  materials  has  delayed  the  work. 
Meetings  and  visits  with  owners  are  frequent  with  the  view  of  getting  all 
necessary  work  done  without  friction  and  as  promptly  as  circumstances 
allow.  The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  deals  with  this  matter  in 
detail  and  is  ample  evidence  of  the  effort  made  to  keep  the  district  in  a 
satisfactory  state  of  sanitation. 

Schools. — The  condition  of  the  Schools  is  satisfactory  except  that 
the  privies  at  the  Infant  Schools  have  not  yet  been  converted  into  water 
closets  owing  to  cost  of  labour  and  materials. 

Food.  Milk  Supply. — Th  ere  are  5  cowsheds,  5  dairies  and  6 
purveyors  of  milk  in  the  district.  I  he  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  visited 
twice  yearly  and  more  frequently  if  necessary. 
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During  the  year  6  infringements — want  of  cleanliness — were  met 
and  dealt  with.  No  complaints  as  to  the  quality  of  the  milk  has  been 
received.  Dried  and  condensed  milks  are  being  used  a  great  deal  on 
account  of,  I  am  told  ,  convenience  and  less  cost, 

The  Circular  121,  Pamphlet  1,  and  Regulations  H.M.L.  6,  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  are  under  consideration. 


Meat. — The  slaughter  houses  are  visited  regularly  both  at  time  of 
slaughter  and  at  fixed  periods  ;  they  have  been  found  clean  and  tidy. 

1  he  quality  of  the  meat  is  generally  good.  237  lbs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption. 


Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  District. 

1914. 


Registered  2 
Licensed  5 
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January  1920. 
2 
6 
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December  1920. 
2 
6 
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For  many  years  l  have  urged  the  necessity  for  a  Public  Abbatoir  in 
the  district  but  there  is  considerable  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  butchers 
and  until  the  cost  of  labour  and  materials  has  diminished  and  the  rates 
are  lower  this  work  must  be  postponed. 

The  Bake  Houses  have  been  regularly  visited  and  inspected 
and  found  satisfactory. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifications. — Measles  and  German  Measles  50  ;  Scarlatina  5 
(withdrawn  1)  ;  Erysipelas  1;  Tuberculosis  6. 

Measles. — The  year  began  wtth  a  continuance  of  a  Measles 
epidemic  from  1919.  50  cases  were  notified  though  notifications  were  no 
longer  necessary.  The  type  was  mild  and  only  one  child  died. 

German  Measles  was  epidemic  in  April,  May,  June  and  July,  and 
again  in  December.  A  large  number  of  adults  were  attacked. 

Chicken  Pox  was  epidemic  in  June  and  July. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 5  cases  were  notified,  1  was  withdrawn,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  rest  were  really  Scarlatina.  The  rash  was  not 
typical,  the  children  were  not  ill,  and  peeling  was  very  slight  or  absent. 
No  second  case  occurred  in  the  same  household  nor  was  any  one  traced 
to  a  previous  case  Possibly  the  disease  was  Scarlatina  of  a  mild  and 
slightly  infectious  type. 


4 


Epidemic  Catarrh* — In  February,  March  and  April  a  large  number 
of  children  were  affected  by  a  catarrh  of  the  naso  pharynx,  including  the 
tonsils.  The  disease  was  very  infectious,  the  children  were  only  really 
ill  24  to  48  hours  and  then  apparently  well  Relapses,  however  were 
extremely  common  after  the  child  had  been  allowed  to  get  up,  and 
convalescence  after  relapses  was  unusually  slow.  Possibly  the  disease 
was  influenza  of  a  mild  type.  There  were  no  fatal  cases.  In  December 
a  similar  epidemic  prevailed  but  at  this  time  attacks  of  jaundice  and 
diarrhoea  were  not  uncommon;  the  same  tendency  to  lapse  was  observed. 


Tuberculosis* — 6  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  3  deaths 
were  registered.  In  the  Digest  of  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  issued  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  last  year,  a 
great  deal  of  va  luable  and  interesting  information  is  given  as  to  the  means 
being  taken  for  dealing  with  this  disease.  In  sanatoria,  at  dispensaries, 
at  home,  where  the  patients  are  visited  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  and 
Health  Visitors  and  where,  in  suitable  cases,  open-air  shelters  are 
provided.  Dental  treatment  is  also  provided  for  such  as  need  it. 

The  war  vitiated  statistics  which  have  been  accumulating  since  the 
compulsory  notification  of  the  disease  but,  in  any  case,  the  results  of  treat¬ 
ment  are  not  very  satisfactory  up  to  the  present.  Possibly  more  thorough 
supervision  of  patients,  together  with  the  ability — with  increased  wages 
and  decreased  cost  of  food — to  obtain  more  nourishment  in  the  pre 
tubercular  stage  may  lesson  its  incidence  and  fatality  ;  time  will 
prove,  but  healthy  homes  and  factories,  exercise/  in  the  fresh  air, 
good  plain  food,  well  cooked,  and  an  increase  in  the  power  of  self 
,  restraint^  are  it  seems  to  me  the  chief  factors  that  will  help  to  rid  the 
country  of  the  ravages  of  tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff.— It  is  plain  on  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  inspector 
that  every  effort  is  being  made  to  overtake  the  postponement  of  work  due 
to  the  war.  Labour  is  expensive,  hard  to  get,  and  the  amount  of  super¬ 
vision  required  greater  than  before  the  war ;  and  even  the  standard  of 
work  obtainable  is  not  yet  that  of  pre-war  times.  Many  appear  to  have 
forgotten  how  to  work. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Arrangements  exist  with  the  Kidder¬ 
minster  Corporation  for  the  hospital  treatment,  if  necessary,  of  Scarlatina 
and  Smallpox. 

Chemicals  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  undertaken 
by  the  County  Council.  One  sample  of  water  and  several  of  sputum  have 
been  sent  during  the  year  and  the  result  promptly  received. 
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Housing1, — From  time  to  time  in  my  Annual  Report  since  my 
appointment  in  1893  the  general  housing  conditions  in  the  district  have 
been  discussed  During  the  few  years  preceedmg  the  war  the  matter  was 
receiving  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Council  and  many  houses  were 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  while  many  others  were  dealt  with  as 
a  temporary  measure,  but  the  war  put  a  stop  to  the  work.  There  are  still 
a  number  of  back  to  back  houses  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  but  I  feel 
convinced  that  when  there  are  better  houses  to  go  to  they  will  gradually 
become  vacant.  This  has  been  proved  by  experience. 

During  the  year  a  Housing  Scheme  for  the  erection  of  48  houses 
was  adopted  by  the  Council ;  a  most  suitable  site  off  the  Bewdley  Road 
was  purchased,  plans  were  considered  and  adopted  and  a  contract  for  the 
erection  of  48  houses  was  accepted.  The  work  is  going  ahead,  a  few  of 
the  houses  are  already  finished  and  occupied,  and  by  the  end  of  1921,  the 
whole  of  the  houses  will  probably  be  completed. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  1004 

Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  750 

Before  concluding  this  report  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  purchase 
of  a  Park  as  a  War  Memorial.  This  has  been  made  possible  by  the 
generosity  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  district  and  should  prove  a  great 
asset  to  the  town.  The  land  originally  formed  part  of  the  Moor  Hall 
Estate,  its  area  is  28  acres  and  it  is  already  laid  out  as  a  Park. 

There  is  ample  room  for  the  provision  of  a  Football  Ground,  a 
Cricket  Ground,  Tennis  Courts,  and  a  Bowling  Green,  so  catering  for 
forms  of  recreation  which  should  materially  increase  the  health  and  happi¬ 
ness  of  the  community. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council,  especially  to  * 
the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  the  Officials  of  the  Council 
for  their  consideration  and  kindness  which  have  made  my  duties  so 
congenial. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 


31st  May,  1921. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  STANLEY  ROBINSON. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Council, 

A.  D.  CAPEL  LOFT, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Stourpoft  U.  D.  J920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only). 

Males. 

20 

Females. 

36 

Measles 

_ 

1 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

Other  tuberculosis  diseases 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

3 

7 

Organic  heart  disease 

— 

4 

Bronchitis 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— - 

Nephritis  and  Bright  s  disease 

— 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

— — 

1 

Congenital  debility.  &c. 

2 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

2 

2 

Other  defined  diseases 

9 

10 

* 
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INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


INSPECTOR'S  OFFICE, 

MITTON  STREET, 
APRIL  I6th,  1921. 

To  the  Stourport  Urban  District  Council* 

MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  and  other  work  done 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920. 

During  the  year  359  cases  of  Nuisances,  or  infringements  under  the 
various  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations,  were  found  and  dealt  with,  as 
compared  with  385  cases  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1919, 
being  a  decrease  of  26  in  the  year;  but  as  in  1919,  only  such  cases  were 
dealt  with  as  were  really  necessary  in  the  interests  of  public  health,  the 
reasons  given  in  the  second  paragraph  of  my  Annual  Report  for  year  1919 
being  the  same,  and  the  conditions  that  obtained  during  that  year,  still 
obtained  during  the  year  1920. 

There  was  one  Statutory  Notice  outstanding  at  the  en  d  of  the  year. 

Notices  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances* 

During  the  year  134  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  upon  owners 
and  occupiers  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  as  compared  with  162  for 
the  year  1919  ;  showing  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Notices  served,  of 
28  in  the  year. 

Five  Statutory  Notices  respecting  2/  houses  were  served  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  two  served  during  1919  ;  showing  an  increase  of 
three  Notices  served  in  the  year. 

Public  Health  and  Housing:  Acts* 

In  compliance  with  the  Orders  and  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  systematic  inspection  has  been  carried  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  during  the  year,  and  504  visits  were  made. 

Complaints. 

During  the  year  22  complaints  of  various  matters  were  received  and 
attended  to,  as  compared  with  27  for  the  year  1919. 

Of  the  22  complaints  received,  9  were  written  and  properly  signed. 
10  were  made  verbally,  and  3  were  anonymous.  Of  the  verbal  complaints 
received,  three  had  reference  to  a  drain  which  became,  choked  through 
some  unknown  cause,  repeatedly.  The  person  complaining  had  completely 
made  up  his  mind  that  the  sewer  was  blocked  and  that  was  the  cause  of 
bis  drains  becoming  blocked  ;  though  the  drainage  from  all  the  other 
premises  in  the  same  street  were  quite  clear  and  in  good  order. 
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I  strongly  advised  him  to  have  the  drainage  opened  at  the  point 
where  the  stoppage  occurred,  because  1  was  of  the  opinion  there  must  be 
something  lodged  in  the  drain.  The  drainage  was  uncovered,  and  the 
pipes  cut  ;  it  was  then  found  that  the  cause  of  the  stoppage  was  due  to 
the  presence  of  nearly  a  set  of  drain  rods  lying  in  three  lengths  in  the 
main  dram.  This  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  since  the  rods 
were  removed  from  the  drainage,  there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889;  and 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Sixty-one  cases  of  Notifiable  diseases  were  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  ninety-eight  cases 
during  the  year  1919. 

These  consisted  of  one  case  of  Erysipelas,  fifty  cases  of  Measles, 
five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  six  cases  of  I  uberculosis.  As  is  usual, 
the  cases  were  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  disinfectants  in  the  form  of 
liquid  and  powder  were  supplied  as  often  as  required  during  the  time  the 
cases  lasted. 

In  four  cases,  disinfection  was  carried  out  after  Cancer. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  and 
Regulations  made  thereunder. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  Cowsheds,  five  Dairies,  and 
six  Purveyors  of  Milk  in  the  district.  One  of  the  purveyors  had  his  cow¬ 
shed  and  dairy  outside  the  district.  During  the  year  thirty-two  visits  were 
paid,  and  six  infringements  of  the  regulations  were  met  with,  consisting  of 
want  of  cleanliness,  and  dealt  with. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  1871,  1894. 

No  case  of  disease  under  the  above  Acts  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Scavenging. 

During  the  year  every  effort  has  been  made  to  carry  out  the  work 
in  the  same  manner  as  in  previous  years,  but  that  has  not  always  been 
possible,  for  similar  reasons  to  those  mentioned  in  my  Annual  Report  for 

1919.  In  that  Report  I  stated  “the  extremely  independent  spirit  in  which 
the  work  was  carried  out.”  That  spirit  was  maintained  during  the  year 

1920,  excepting  for  one  person  who  has  been  willing  to  assist  with  his 
horse  and  cart  to  carry  out  the  work  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit 
him  to  do  so. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  Slaughter  Houses  in  the 
district,  two  of  these  are  registered,  and  six  are  licensed. 

During  the  year  forty-two  visits  were  paid  to  these  places,  and  all 
were  found  to  he  kept  clean,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-five  workshops  in  the 
district.  Seventy-five  visits  were  paid  to  these  places  and  four  con¬ 
traventions  were  found  and  dealt  with  as  nuisances,  and  were  due  to  a 
want  of  cleanliness  and  limewashing.  The  work  required  to  be  done 
was  carried  out. 

The  following  are  the  workshops  in  the  district  :  — 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Boot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Boat  Builders  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  *  ...  ...  2 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Joiners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Smiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wh  eelwrights  ...  ...  ...  ...»  1 

Motor  Repairers  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  35 


No  case  of  outworker  has  been  reported,  and  no  complaint  has  been 
received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  which  is  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Bewdley  Corporation,  is 
pumped  from  an  18  inch  bore  hole  200  feet  deep  in  the  new  red  sand¬ 
stone  in  the  Parish  of  Wribbenhall.  The  pump  used  is  of  the  deep  well 
plunger  type,  having  a  stroke  of  42  inches,  and  capable  of  pumping 
20,000  gallons  per  hour,  The  water  is  pumped  and  forced  a  distance  of 
one  mile  to  the  reservoir,  which  is  of  180,000  gallons  capacity.  From 
the  reservoir  the  water  flows  by  gravitation  throughout  the  district. 

The  supply  has  been  good  in  quality,  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  a 
good  pressure  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

1  he  number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  mains  at  the  end  of  the  year 

was  1,047. 

The  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  was  37,042,000  gallons, 
as  compared  with  39,899,000  gallons  for  the  year  1919;  showing  a 
decrease  of  2,857,000  gallons.  The  consumption  of  water  by  Meter 
was  10,941,000  gallons  as  compared  with  13,276,000  gallons  for  the 
year  1919;  showing  a  decrease  of  2,335,000  gallons. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

In  1907  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  Sewerage  was  commenced,  and 
completed  in  1909. 
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The  main  sewers  discharge  into  a  tank  sewer  of  50,000  gallons 
capacity,  situate  beneath  the  Pumping  Station  in  the  Stour  Meadow.  The 
sewage  is  pumped  up  to  the  Sewage  Farm  at  1  itton,  a  distance  of  about 
14  miles,  and  there  treated  in  liquifying  tanks,  and  by  broad  irrigation 
over  about  18  acres  of  land.  Excepting  for  about  thirty  cases  the  whole 
of  the  houses  within  the  area  of  the  sewers  have  water  closets  fixed, 
connected  to  the  Sewers  and  flushed  by  town  water. 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877,  1884. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920,  the  arrangements 
made,  as  in  previous  years  for  the  inspection  of  Canal  Boats,  consist  of 
visiting  the  canal  and  basins  once  in  each  week  ;  in  addition  to  this 
weekly  visit  canal  boats  are  inspected  at  every  opportunity.  By  these 
arrangements  64  Canal  Boats  were  inspected  during  the  year.  The 
improvement  of,  and  the  generally  good  condition  of  canal  boats  men¬ 
tioned  in  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December,  1919,  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year  of  1920. 

With  regard  to  infringement  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations, 
only  one  boat  was  met  with,  infringing  Regulations  3,  9,  respecting 
painting  and  repairs  to  decking.  Notice  No.  65  was  served  upon  the 
owners,  with  the  result  that  the  notice  was.  complied  with.  In  all  other 
cases  the  boats  met  w  ith  were  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Destruction  of  Rats. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  complaint  was  made  respecting 
the  presence  of  rats  in  the  Gravel  Pit.  The  matter  was  laid  before  the 
Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  purchase  three  tins  of  Liverpool  Virus. 
The  contents  of  the  three  tins  were  set,  and  all  holes  were  stopped. 
Since  that  time  no  rats  have  been  seen  in  the  Gravel  Pit,  and  no  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  received. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Hea  1th 
Committee  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  R.  B.  Worth,  J.P.  for 
their  uniform  help,  kindness  and  consideration,  which  has  been  a  source 
of  much  pleasure  and  encouragement  to  me. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK 
Done  during  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning-  Act,  1909. 


Premises  visited  and  inspected  ...  ...  ...  504 

Works  in  progress:  visits  thereto  ...  ...  34 

Meetings  of,  and  visits  with  owners  26 

,,  ,,  agents  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  Closing  Orders  153 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  — 

*  Number  of  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Infectious  Disease* 

* 

Number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  reported 

61 

,,  visits  thereto 

•  e  »  *  •  • 

74 

,,  premises  disinfected 

a  a  a  ... 

12 

Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspection  and 

Notices  served. 

Number  of  bouses  cleansed  ...  ... 

56 

Number  of  bouses  cleansed  after  Infectious  Disease 

12 

Number  of  floors  repaired 

26 

Number  of  floors  relaid 

•  •  ►  ...  • 

1 

Number  of  walls  repaired 

38 

Number  of  walls  rebuilt 

2 

Number  of  roofs  repaired 

»  *  ♦  •  »  a 

53 

Number  of  chimneys  repaired 

•  *  •  a  a  a 

8 

Number  of  firegrates  repaired 

•  a  a  a  a  a 

9 

Number  of  firegrates  renewed 

•  *-  a  a  a  a 

— 

External  walls  tarred  or  otherwise  treated 

•  a  »  •  a  a 

3 

Windows  made  to  open 

9 

Pantries  lighted  and  ventilated 

a  *  a  •  a  a 

6 

Pantry  floors  relaid 

•  a  a  oca 

1 

Gutters  and  downspouts  renewed  . . . 

a  a  a  too 

10 

Dangerous  buildings  demolished 

►  •  •  •  a  a 

— 

Gutters  and  downspouts  repaired 

a  a  a  ... 

18 

Number  of  dust-bins  provided 

... 

10 

Sculleries,  Wat^r  Clossts,  &c. 

Number  of  Sculleries  limewashed  ... 

7 

Number  of  floors  relaid 

— 

Number  of  floors  repaired 

10 

Number  of  W.C’s  Iimewashed 

12 

Number  of  W.C.  floors  relaid 

— 

Number  of  W.C.  floors  repaired 

12 

Number  of  washing  boilers  repaired 

7 

Number  of  sink  wastes  fixed 

9 

Number  of  additional  Sculleries  provided 

.... 

— 

House  Drainage. 

Number  of  drains  laid  or  relaid 

18 

Number  of  drains  trapped  and  ventilated 

18 

Number  of  drains  tested 

35 

Number  of  obstructed  drains  cleared 

58 

Number  of  Inspection  Chambers  provided 

4 

Number  of  Inspection  Chambers  provided 

with  Intercepting  traps 

4 

Number  of  W.C.  pedestals  renewed 

12 

Number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided 

4 

12 


Number  of  W.C.’s  lighted  and  ventilated  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  4 

Number  of  privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  privies  with  movable  receptacles  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  fresh  water  flushed  closets  ...  ...  745 

Number  of  band  flushed  closets  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  waste  water  flushed  closets  ...  ...  — 


Paving. 

Paving  to  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  paved  approaches  Jo  outbuildings  provided 


Other  Nuisances. 

Number  of  cases  of  pig  keeping  abated 

1 

Number  of  fowl  keeping  nuisances  abated 

»  •  • 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure  removed 

8 

Scavenging. 

Number  of  bouses  from  which  refuse  is  removable 

1064 

Number  of  ash-pits  cleansed 

709 

Number  of  dust-bins  emptied 

...  18320 

Number  of  loads  removed 

1068 

Number  of  Cesspools  emptied 

20 

Number  of  privies  emptied 

67 

Number  of  middens  emptied 

5 

Number  of  loads  removed 

133 

Water  Supply. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  the  year  1047 

Number  of  Samples  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  bouses  with  contaminated  supplies  dealt  with  ...  — 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  .  8 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  42 

Factories  and  Workshops* 

Number  under  supervision  35 

Numb  er  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  ...  4 

Number  of  contraventions  dealt  with  ...  ...  4 
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Dairies  and  Cowsheds* 

Number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk 

Number  of  dairies  registered 

Number  of  contraventions  of  orders  dealt  with 

Number  of  cowsheds  in  district 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Number  of  milking  cows  in  district 


6 

5 

4 

5 
32 
49 


Unsound  Food* 


Amount  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
Amount  destroyed 

Legal  Proceedings* 

Number  of  convictions  obtained  with  regard  to  insanitary  conditions 

Clerical  Work. 


40ibs. 

401bs* 


Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding 
Number  of  official  letters  written 


118 

5 

4 

1 

288 


\ 


Mr. 


Chai 


I  am, 

rman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  J.  EDMUNDSON. 


M.  Cane,  Printer,  Stourport. 
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To  the 


Chairman  and  Members 

of  the 

East  Stow  Rural  District  Council. 


Stowmarket, 

April ,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  East  Stow  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1920. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population. — (Census  1911)  6223.  (Estimated  1920)  6202. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  District. — 

Inland — generally  flat — watered  by  river  Gipping,  and  a  few 
small  tributaries — soil  of  a  mixed  character,  mostly  fertile 
and  well  cultivated,  with  some  small  woods  and  a  few  small 
pits  of  chalk,  gravel,  flint,  and  brick  earth. 

Social  Conditions. — The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is 
mainly  agricultural,  except  in  the  parishes  immediately 
adjoining  the  town  of  Stowmarket,  which  contain  a  Cordite 
and  Collodion  Factory,  Chemical  Manure  Works,  Saw  Mills, 
Flour  Mills,  Brewers’  Chemicals  Factory,  Maltings,  Tannery, 
&c.  There  are  few  large  estates,  the  district  being  mainly 
divided  into  small  farms,  few  exceeding  300  acres. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate 
26‘28  per 
1000. 


Birth  Rate. — There  were  163  births  in  1920 


(males  82,  females  81),  giving  a  Birth  Rate  of 

26*28  per  1000  in  1920 
compared  with  18*99  „  1919 

19*54  „  1918 

18*08  „  1917 

19*7  „  1916 

and  20*4  „  1915 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  25‘4  per 
1000  in  1920.  There  were  10  illegitimate  births. 
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Death  Rate 
8*87  per 
1000. 


Death  Rate. — There  were  55  deaths  (males  33, 
females  22),  giving  a  Death  Rate  of 

8*87  per  1000  for  1920 


compared  with  17*27 

16*29 
14*36 
12*3 
and  13*7 


59 


59 


55 


59 


1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12*4 
per  1000  for  1920. 


Infant  Mortality. — There  were  6  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  an  Infant 
Mortality  of  36*81  per  1000  nett  births  in  1920 


Infant 
Mortality 
36-81 
per  1000 

nett  births,  compared  with  127*11 

79*80 
91*59 
67*00 
and  92*00 


9  9 


5  5 


59 


99 


99 


99 


55 


95 


1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 


The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  80  per  1000 
nett  births  in  1920.  Of  these  6  deaths  of  infants, 
3  were  registered  as  “  Premature  Birth,”  1  as  a 
Malformation,”  and  2  as  “  Diarrhoea.”  • 


Other  Deaths. — There  was  1  death  from 
Measles,  1  from  Whooping  Cough,  4  from  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis,  and  8  from  Cancer. 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  Birth  Rate  has  in¬ 
creased  considerably,  and  the  Death  Rate  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  are  exceptionally  low. 

Poor  Law  Relief. — The  number  of  paupers  and 
scale  of  relief  accord  with  the  average  of  the 
country. 


Hospitals,  &c. — There  is  no  General  Hospital 
in  the  district,  but  serious  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  sent  to  the  County  Hospital  at 
Ipswich.  Other  forms  of  gratuitous  Medical  Relief 
are  utilised  to  a  small  extent. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water. — The  domestic  water  supply  of  the  district  is 
derived  mainly  from  wells  (mostly  shallow)  and  ponds,  liable 
to  pollution.  A  part  of  the  parish  of  Stowupland  is  supplied 
by  mains  from  the  Stowmarket  Waterworks,  and  separate 
Waterworks  constructed  by  the  Council  for  this  parish  have 
recently  been  completed,  and  will  supply  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  parish.  The  waterworks  at  Combs,  belonging 
to  the  Council,  supply  101  houses  in  the  lower  portion  of 
this  parish,  and  the  main  has  been  extended  along  the 
Needham  Road. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  river  Gipping  and  other  small 
streams  are  liable  to  pollution.  They  are  becoming  largely 
choked  with  silt  and  vegetation.  The  street  drains  at 
Haughley  discharge  into  an  open  ditch,  and  the  effluent 
eventually  finds  its  way  into  the  Gipping. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — There  are  public  sewers  in 
the  lower  portions  of  the  parishes  of  Stowupland  and  Combs, 
in  Stowupland  a  total  length  of  4450  feet,  with  which  161 
dwellings  are  connected,  and  in  Combs  a  total  length  of  1300 
feet,  with  96  dwellings  connected.  The  sewage  is  pumped  up 
to  the  Joint  Sewerage  Farm  of  the  East  Stow  Rural  and 
Stowmarket  Urban  Districts,  through  an  11-inch  main.  The 
cottages  in  the  rest  of  the  district  are  generally  without 
drainage.  The  conditions  are  not  scientific,  but  the  scattered 
and  open  character  of  the  district  generally  prevent  any 
serious  nuisances  and  make  any  general  scheme  of  sewerage 
or  sewage  disposal  impossible. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Outside  the  sewered  areas 
chiefly  pail  closets  and  privy-middens,  two-thirds  of  the 
former  and  one-third  of  the  latter  type.  Orders  are  given 
for  the  conversion  of  privies  into  pail  closets  on  occurrence 
of  nuisances  caused  thereby,  and  for  provision  of  additional 
accommodation  where  necessary.  Approximate  number  of 
pail  closets,  809 ;  privies,  404. 

Scavenging. — The  only  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made 
in  the  lower  portion  of  Stowupland. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. — 

(a)  Number  of  Inspections — 53. 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served,  Statutory — 12 

(c)  Informal  Notices  served — 41 

(d)  All  the  Notices  were  complied  with. 

Cowsheds — 22,  all  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

11 

1 

Nil. 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

14 

3 

Nil. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  3 

Schools— Sanitation  satisfactory,  except  at  Old  Newton. 

Nature  of  Inspections.- — Nuisances  caused  by  accumu¬ 
lations  of  manure,  &c.,  animal  nuisances,  ditches  used  as 
drains,  foul  closets,  defective  privies,  defective  drains,  dirty 
premises,  overcrowding,  structural  defects  of  dwellings  such 
as  unrepaired  roofs,  damp  walls  and  floors,  absence  of  eaves, 
gutters,  &c. 

Premises  and  Occupations  controllable  by  regulations.— 

There  are  no  byelaws  in  force  in  the  district  except  in  respect 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds.  These,  together  with  slaughter¬ 
houses,  are  frequently  inspected  and  kept  in  good  order. 

Schools — (See  particulars  above).  Owing  to  the  com¬ 
parative  freedom  of  the  district  from  Infectious  Disease  no 
special  action  has  been  necessary  for  preventing  the  spread 
of  such  disease  with  regard  to  the  schools. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply  . — The  district  is  supplied  by  local  producers 
who  also  export  a  considerable  quantity.  The  County  Police 
take  samples  for  examination.  The  supply  as  a  whole  is 
abundant  and  wholesome.  No  action  in  respect  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  milk  has  been  necessary. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

1914  January  1920  December  1920 

Registered  2  2  2 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and.  Milkshops  Order. — Inspections 
have  been  made  of  all  premises  registered  under  this  order, 
and  notices  served  for  remedy  of  defects. 

Milk  (Mother’s  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — No  action 
has  been  found  necessary  under  this  order. 

Other  Foods. — There  is  no  public  abattoir  in  the  district. 
Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND 
CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Infectious  Diseases  generally. — The  following  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year  : — 

Diphtheria  5  (all  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital) 

Scarlet  Fever  12  (8  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital) 
Erysipelas  6 

Malaria  2  (discharged  soldiers) 

Pneumonia  1 
Puerperal  Fever  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  6  (3  in  Stow  Lodge) 
and  Tuberculosis  11  (all  lungs) 

Bacteriogical  examination  proved  one  of  the  cases  notified 
as  diphtheria  to  be  “  negative.” 

Of  the  12  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  5  were  in  Haughley, 
1  in  Wetherden  and  6  in  Combs  ;  some  of  the  cases  in 
Haughley  were  apparently  connected  with  a  small  epidemic 
recurring  in  a  neighbouring  district  which  proved  not  to  be 
true  Scarlet  Fever  but  probably  the  so-called  Fourth  Disease. 
The  small  epidemic  in  Combs  started  in  November  and  no 
case  occurred  unconnected  with  Combs  School. 

There  was  r^o  recurrence  of  any  Influenza  epidemic. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  which  was  opened  in  Stow- 
market  in  January  1919,  continues  to  be  a  great  success. 
Mothers  are  now  attending  from  Combs,  Onehouse,  Fin- 
borough,  Stowupland,  Haughley  and  Old  Newton,  though  the 
majority  of  the  infants  in  this  district  are  served  by  home 
visits  from  Miss  Coulton  the  Health  Visitor.  There  has  been 
a  marked  improvement  in  the  general  condition  of  the 
children,  and  a  very  considerable  drop  in  the  infant  mortality. 

NURSES. 

The  whole  district  is  badly  in  need  of  District  Nurses  and 
Trained  Midwives. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Staff. — A  local  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
an  officer  who  is  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  combined. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Stowmarket  Isolation  Hospital  serves 
three  districts,  i.e.,  Stowmarket  Urban,  East  Stow  Rural, 
and  Thedwastre  Rural,  under  a  joint  agreement. 
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Total  number  of  beds,  24,  contained  in  4  wards. 

Total  cases  admitted  during  year,  26 

From  Stowmarket  Urban  District— Diphtheria  8,  Scarlet 
Fever  1 ;  2  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

From  East  Stow  Rural  District.— Diphtheria  5,  Scarlet 
Fever  8. 

From  Thedwastre  Rural  District— Diphtheria  1,  Scarlet 
Fever  3. 

Electric  Light  has  just  been  installed  throughout  the 
Hospital ;  but  we  are  still  without  a  Mortuary,  and  there  is 
no  bathroom. 

There  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  Steam  Disinfecting 
Plant. 

The  Hospital  is  well  managed  by  a  fully-qualified  Matron 
who  has  a  Probationer  to  assist. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried 
out  free  if  necessary  by  the  Public  Health  Department  at 
Ipswich. 


HOUSING. 


General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. — 


(2) 

(3) 


Number  of  houses — 1472. 

Number  of  working  class  dwellings — 1316. 

New  houses  for  working  classes  erected  during  the 
year,  or  in  course  of  erection — 52. 

Combs  ...  ...  ...  10 

Stowupland  ...  ...  22 

Buxhall  ...  ...  ..  12 

Creeting  St.  Peter  ...  6 

Gipping  .  2  by  private  enterprise. 


Population  (Estimated  for  1920)— 6202.  No  important 
changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year;  the 
population  at  present  is  practically  stationary. 

(a)  Extent  of  shortage— It  is  estimated  that  260 
houses  are  needed  to  meet  existing  shortage  and 
abate  overcrowding. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  short¬ 
age — The  Council  have  prepared  a  scheme  for  260 
new  houses,  and  building  has  been  begun  in 
several  parishes. 
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Overcrowding. — 

(1)  Extent — 23  Cottages. 

(2)  Causes — Insufficiency  of  dwellings  especially  for 

larger  families. 

(3)  Measures  to  deal  with  overcrowding — The  only 

measures  practicable  under  existing  conditions  is 
the  provision  of  new  houses  with  3  bedrooms. 
These  the  Council,  as  mentioned  above,  propose 
to  erect.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to  abate 
overcrowding  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  : — Some  orders  have 

been  served  for  abatement,  but  these  remain 
inoperative  under  existing  conditions. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  district — low. 

( b )  General  character  of  defects  in  unfit  houses — 
excessive  dampness  of  walls  and  floors,  in¬ 
sufficient  height  of  bedrooms,  want  of  ventilation, 
and  reparation. 

(2)  Action  taken  under — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts — Nil. 

(b)  Housing  Acts — under  Section  17. 

(3)  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness — Many  cottages 

belong  to  poor  persons  who  are  unable  to  meet 
high  cost  of  repairs,  local  tradesmen  have  more 
orders  than  they  are  able  to  execute,  and 
necessary  alterations  in  many  cases  cannot  be 
executed  without  displacement  of  tenants,  who 
cannot  at  present  obtain  other  accommodation. 

Statistics  for  1920. — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

complaints  were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

(a)  By  Householders — Nil. 

(b)  By  Parish  Councils — Nil. 

(2)  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and 
for  the  purpose  of  the  section — 97. 

(b)  Number  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation — 

11. 
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(c)  Number  of  defects  in  which  were  remedied  with¬ 
out  the  making  of  closing  orders — 5. 

(3)  Action  under  Section  28  of  Housing  Act,  1919. 

(a)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued — Nil. 

( b )  Number  in  which  repairs  carried  out  by  local 

authority — Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  voluntarily  closed  on 

notice  by  owner  that  they  could  not  be  made  fit 
without  reconstruction — Nil. 

(4)  Closing  orders — 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made  to  local  authority 
with  a  view  to  making  of  closing  orders — Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders  made — Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  under  closing  orders 

made  fit  for  human  habitation — Nil. 

(5)  Demolition  orders — Nil. 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  voluntarily 

—Nil. 

(7)  Obstructive  buildings — Nil. 

(8)  Staff  engaged  in  housing  work — Medical  Officer  of 

Health  and  Housing  Inspector. 


APPENDICES. 
HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
STATISTICS. 

1.— GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  Population 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  per  1000 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  per  1000 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  nett  births 

(5)  Number  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes 

(6)  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses  ... 

(7)  Number  of  New  Working  Class  Houses  erected 


6202 

8"87 

•644 

36’81 

1472 

1316 

2 
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2— UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  97 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  nil 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  18 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit, 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(3)  Numbers  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 
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C — Proceeding  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  closing  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ••• 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have 
shown  me,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  information 
he  has  given  me  in  connection  with  his  work  during  the 
year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  C.  HOUNSFIELD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


STOWMARKET 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

fll>ebical  ©fficei*  of  Ibealtb, 

1920. 


STOWMARKET  : 

Printed  by  J.  NEWBY,  45  Ipswich  Street, 


To  the 

Chairman  and  M embers 

of  the 

Stow  market  Urban  District  Council. 


Stowmarket, 

April,  1921. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  Stowmarket  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1920. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Population: — (Census  1911)  4230.  (Estimated  1920)  4229. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  District. 

The  sub-soil  varies  considerably,  being  clay,  running  sand  and 
bog.  The  bog  runs  North  and  South  of  the  town  following  the  line 
of  the  river  Gripping,  which  river  forms  the  boundary  between  the 
Stowmarket  Urban  District  and  the  East  Stow  Rural  District. 
The  lowest  part  of  the  town  is  92  O.D.,  and  the  highest  part  is 
152  O.D. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  works  in  the  town  consist  of  Maltings,  Leather  Works, 
Iron  Foundry.  There  are  also  large  works  on  the  boundary  of  the 
Urban  District,  i.e.,  Chemical  Works,  New  Explosives  Co.,  and 
Maltings. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate 
23’17  per 
1000. 


Birth  Rate. 

There  were  98  births  in  1920  (males  49,  females  49), 


giving  a  Birth  Rate  of  23T7  per  1000  in  1920, 

compared  with  18*4 

„  1919 

21*39 

„  1918 

18*5 

„  1917 

19*1 

„  1916 

and  24*4 

„  1915 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales  was  25*4 

in  1920.  There  were  10  illegitimate  births. 
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Death  Rate 
8'04  per 
1000. 


Infant 
Mortality 
20‘41  per 
1000. 


Death  Rate. 

There  were  34  deaths  (males  17,  females  17),  giving 
a  Death  Rate  of  8*04  per  1000  in  1920, 


compared  with  13*27 

55 

1919 

16*82 

55 

1918 

12*17 

55 

1917 

12*0 

55 

1916 

and  19*3 

55 

*  1915 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12  4  per 
1000  in  1920. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  2  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  of 


20*41 

per  1000 

nett  births 

in  1920 

compared  with  12*82 

95 

99 

1919 

8510 

99 

99 

1918 

45*45 

55 

55 

1917 

88*8 

99 

99 

1916 

and  114*0 

55 

95 

1915 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  80*0  per  1000  nett 
births  in  1920.  Of  these  2  deaths,  one  was  registered  as 
“Premature  Birth,”  and  one  as  “Debility  from  Birth 
(Premature).” 

Other  Deaths. 

There  were  2  deaths  from  Measles,  2  from  Diphtheria 
and  Croup,  2  from  Influenza  and  one  from  Cancer. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  the  highest 
since  1915,  and  that  the  Death  Rate  and  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  are  exceptionally  low.  There  have  only  been  3 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  during  the  2 
years  1919  and  1920  combined. 

There  was  no  death  from  any  Tuberculous  disease 
in  1920,  and  only  one  death  from  Cancer. 

Hospitals,  &c. 

There  is  no  General  or  Cottage  Hospital  in  the 
district,  the  County  Hospital  at  Ipswich  being  made  use 
of  when  necessary. 
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Water. 


Rivers  and 
Streams. 


Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  town  has  an  excellent  water  supply  derived 
from  two  deep  wells  171ft.  and  158ft.  into  the  chalk. 
Reservoir  capacity  200,000  gallons.  The  Candy  Filter 
Co.  erected  a  filtering  plant  to  treat  the  water.  This 
plant  removes  a  greater  part  of  the  iron  and  reduces 
hardness  50  per  cent.  The  Council  have  decided  to 
purchase  the  Waterworks  subject  to  a  satisfactory 
report  from  their  Engineer. 

The  River  Gipping  is  free  from  pollution,  but  is 
being  choked  up  with  weeds  and  mud  and  requires 
cleaning  out. 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  town  gravitates  to 
the  Main  Pumping  Station,  from  thence  it  is  pumped  up 
on  to  the  Sewage  Farm  through  a  llin.  rising  main  and 
through  filtering  tanks.  The  sludge  is  separated  and 
buried  in  dug  trenches  and  the  effluent  flows  on  to  the 
land  through  carriers  provided.  The  final  purification 
takes  place  on  the  osier  bed.  The  effluent  passes  off 
clear  and  free  from  smell  into  the  River  Gipping. 

Area  of  Farm  30  acres.  Crops  grown — osiers  and 
beet. 

The  sewage  from  Ipswich  Road  in  the  Urban 
District  gravitates  to  the  Electrical  Pumping  Station  at 
Combs.  It  is  then  pumped  back  to  Stowmarket,  and 
gravitates  to  Main  Pumping  Station  at  Stowmarket. 
The  Pumping  Station  at  Combs  belongs  to  the  East  Stow 
Rural  District  Council.  The  Combs  sewage  is  pumped 
back  to  Stowmarket.  A  portion  of  the  sewage  from 
Stowupland  gravitates  to  the  Main  Pumping  Station  at 
Stowmarket. 

A  new  37  h.p.  Suction  Gas  Plant  has  been  purchased 
and  will  be  installed  this  year  for  power  purposes,  the 
old  suction  gas  plant  having  been  worn  out. 

The  Sewage  Farm  is  governed  by  a  Joint  Committee 
of  the  Stowmarket  Urban  District  Council  and  the  East 
Stow  Rural  District  Council.  The  Farm  is  managed  by 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Stowmarket  Urban  District  Council, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Lingwood. 

The  Sewers  in  parts  of  the  town  are  badly  con¬ 
structed  with  butt  pipes,  no  joints,  and  are  on  the 
combined  system. 
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The  following  streets  will  have  to  be  reconstructed. 
This  work  is  still  in  abeyance. 


Defective  Sewers. 

Butt  Pipes  : — 

Ipswich  Street 
Bury  Street  (part) 
Tavern  Street 
Finborough  Road 
Violet  Hill  Road 
Violet  Hill 
Childer  Road 
Union  Street  (part) 


Closet 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 


Privies,  fixed  receptacles 

•  •  •  «  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

Earth  Closets 

•  •  •  ■  • « 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

Pail  Closets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

Water  Closets,  with  and 

without  flush 

cisterns... 

1285 

53  Water  Closets  have  been  provided  with  flushing 
apparatus  during  the  year.  16  New  Water  Closets 
constructed  and  fitted  with  flushing  apparatus. 

Scavenging.  The  refuse  is  collected  twice  per  week  and  carted  on 
to  a  tip  adjoining  the  Stowmarket  railway  goods  yard. 

Number  of  tons  disposed  of — 920. 

No  fixed  ashpits  in  the  district. 

The  sanitary  tins  for  depositing  the  refuse  in  are 
mostly  boxes,  pails  and  baths. 

Privies  are  cleaned  every  three  months. 


Sanitary 

(a) 

Total  inspections 

409 

Inspection 

No.  of  premises  visited 

175 

of  District. 

(b) 

Statutory  notices  served 

21 

Complied  ... 

9 

(c) 

Informal  notices  served  ... 

30 

Complied  ... 

25 

Defects  found : — Bedroom  walls  damp  (external), 
w'aterclosets  not  sufficient,  yards  require  concreting, 
troughing  defective,  sinks  defective,  bell  traps,  bad 
ventilation  in  bedrooms,  houses  overcrowded,  pigs  kept 
too  close  to  highway,  defective  butt  pipe  drains,  damp 
brick  floors,  drains  blocked,  drains  not  trapped. 
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Schools. 


Food. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of 

Premises.  Inspections.  Written  Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  ...  34  Nil.  Nil. 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  ...  56  Nil.  Nil. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects. 
Found.  Remedied. 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  1  1 

„  unsuitable  or  defective  1  1 

Three  Schools,  all  well  drained  and  provided  with  an 
adequate  supply  of  water.  All  the  schools  are  well 
disinfected. 

Cow  Sheds. 

Three  in  the  district,  all  are  well  kept  and  lime- 
washed  when  required.  14  inspections  made. 

Bake  Houses. 

Nine  in  the  district.  40  inspections.  One  bake 
house  pulled  down  and  a  new  one  erected.  The  con¬ 
dition  generally  has  been  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Seven  Slaughter  Houses.  40  inspections.  These 
are  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  One  butcher 
has  two  Slaughter  Houses,  one  in  the  centre  of  the  town 
and  one  just  outside  the  boundary. 


1914. 

January  1920. 

December  1920. 

Registered 

2 

2 

2 

Licensed 

5 

5 

5 

7 

7 

7 

Unsound  Food. 

Fish  condemned — 3  stone. 
Bacon  condemned — 17  lbs. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Diseases. 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria  ... 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Malaria 
Pneumonia  ... 
Tuberculosis 


8  removed  to  hospital  (2  deaths). 
1  (removed  to  Hospital). 

1 

1  (discharged  soldier). 

2 

7  (3  Lungs) 


There  was  no  recurrence  of  any  Influenza  epidemic. 


There  was  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in  February  which  did  not 
spread  to  any  great  extent,  the  town  having  been  already  attacked 
by  a  severe  epidemic  as  recently  as  1918. 


Compulsory  notification  of  Measles  has  ceased  to  be  in  force. 


Diphtheria.  Defects  found. 

1st  case — Bedroom  very  damp,  4J  in.  walls,  brick  floor  damp, 
water  closet  hand  flushed.  Flush  cistern  provided 
and  floor  concreted. 


2nd  case — Yard  requires  concreting  and  kitchen  floor,  and  closet 
provided  with  flush  cistern.  Work  carried  out. 

3rd  case — Bedroom  walls  damp;  overcrowded. 

4th  case — Bedroom  wall  damp.  Work  carried  out. 

5th  case — Defective  urinal,  damp  brick  floor,  defective  sink. 

Urinal  reconstructed,  floor  concreted,  and  new  sink 

6th  case — House  overcrowded,  brick  floor  damp.  Work  not  done 

7th  case — No  defects. 

8th  case — Drain  and  water  closet  defective,  and  no  vent  for 
drain,  no  flushing  apparatus.  Work  proceeding. 


Pneumonia. 

1  case — No  defects. 

Erysipelas. 

1st  case — Water  closet  requires  reconstructing.  Work  carried 
out. 

2nd  case — No  defects. 


\ 
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Tuberculosis. 

1st  case — House  overcrowded.  No  action. 

2nd  case — Bedroom  walls  damp.  Work  done. 

3rd  case — Walls  damp. 

4th  case— House  overcrowded,  7  in  one  bedroom,  house  con¬ 
demned,  still  occupied. 

5th  case — No  defects. 

6th  case — Bad  ventilation,  no  ventilation  for  living  room,  brick 
floor  damp. 

7th  case— Yard  requires  concreting,  and  water  closet  no  flushing 
apparatus.  Flush  cistern  provided  and  yard 
concreted. 


Malaria. 

1  case — Living  room  floor  damp,  water  closet  hand  flushed. 
Floor  concreted  and  flush  cistern  provided. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

1  case — Water  closet  out  of  repair. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  which  was  opened  on  January  24th, 
1919,  continues  to  be  a  great  success.  It  had  to  be  closed  during 
February  and  March  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles. 

There  have  been  39  Meetings  with  an  average  attendance  of 
23  Mothers  and  26  Children.  The  number  of  Members  shows  an 
increase  of  25  over  that  of  1919. 

The  average  attendance  has  increased  by  8  Mothers  and  9 
Children. 

The  results  of  the  educational  work  carried  on  by  means  of 
Lectures  and  individual  talks  are  now  apparent,  and  marked  im¬ 
provement  is  shown  in  the  condition  of  those  children  brought 
regularly  to  the  Centre. 

The  affairs  of  the  Centre  are  managed  by  a  representative  Local 
Committee  formed  at  the  instigation  of  the  County  Council,  the 
work  at  the  centre  itself  being  performed  by  a  Medical  Officer,  the 
Health  Visitor,  a  Stowmarket  Trained  Midwife,  and  several  lady 
helpers. 

So  well  established  and  popular  has  the  centre  become,  that  it  is 
worthy  of  further  development,  such  as  Ante-Natal  work,  Maternity 
Beds,  Cots  for  ailing  children,  Dental  Clinics,  &c.,  but  want  of  the 
necessary  funds  prevents  this  at  present. 
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There  has  been  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Ophthalmia, 
Monatorum,  or  Poliomyelitis,  and  practically  no  epidemic  diarrhoea. 

Nursing. — The  town  is  served  by  one  District  Nurse  and  two 
trained  Midwives. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Staff  consists  of  the  Local  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Isolation  Hospital : — 

Stowmarket  Isolation  Hospital  serves  three  districts,  i.e., 
Stowmarket  Urban,  East  Stow  Rural,  and  Thedwastre  Rural,  under 
a  joint  agreement. 

Total  number  of  beds,  24,  contained  in  4  wards. 

Total  cases  admitted  during  year,  26. 

From  Stowmarket  Urban  District: — 

Diphtheria  8,  Scarlet  Fever  1;  2  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

From  East  Stow  Rural  District : — 

Diphtheria  5,  Scarlet  Fever  8. 

From  Thedwastre  Rural  District : — 

Diphtheria  1,  Scarlet  Fever  3. 

Electric  Light  has  just  been  installed  throughout  the  Hospital ; 
but  we  are  still  without  a  Mortuary,  and  there  is  no  bathroom. 

There  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  Steam  Disinfecting  Plant. 

The  Hospital  is  well  managed  by  a  fully-qualified  Matron  who 
has  a  Probationer  to  assist. 

3.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  carried  out  free 

if  necessary  by  the  Public  Health  Department  at  Ipswich. 

HOUSING. 

I.  1.  General  Housing  conditions  in  the  District. 

2.  (a)  Shortage,  93  required. 

( b )  Not  proposed  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the  93 
houses. 


(3)  Nil. 
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II.  Overcrowding:. 

(1)  Extent — 57  cases. 

(2)  Causes — Shortage  of  Houses.  Rents  too  high  for  the  28 

newly-erected  houses. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with  over¬ 

crowding.  No  action. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  and 

action  taken  : — 

1  house  closed. 

1  bedroom — 5  persons,  boys,  6,  3,  and  8,  girls  15  and  17. 

1  „  5  persons, 

1  „  2  persons,  405  c.  f.,  girls,  14  and  10. 

1  „  4  persons,  690  c.  f.,  boys  12,  9,  7  and  5. 

1  „  7  persons. 

1  „  5  persons,  girls  8  &  7,  boys  14,  11  &  5,  c.  f.  714. 

1  „  4  persons,  father  &  mother,  girl  4,  boy  3,  c.f.  890 

No  action  taken. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(1)  (a)  General  Standard  of  housing  in  the  District.  A  con¬ 

siderable  amount  of  repairs  are  still  required  to  be 
done. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses. 

Regent  Street. 

Nos.  41,  43,  45  and  47.  Back  bedroom  very  damp,  in.  walls. 
Work  not  done.  Closets  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  and 
floors  concreted. 

Crowe  Street. 

Nos.  16  and  18.  Floors  and  walls  damp  and  bedroom  no  venti¬ 
lation.  Height  of  bedroom,  6ft.  2ins.,  living  room  5ft.  lOins.  by 
6ft.  4ins.  Closing  order  issued.  These  houses  are  still  being  occupied 

Church  Walk. 

No.  27.  Floors  and  walls  damp.  Roof  has  been  repaired  and 
watercloset  erected.  This  house  will  be  closed  when  the  tenant  can 
find  another  house. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4  and  5.  Back  bedrooms  badly  constructed,  not  fit  to 
sleep  in.  4  houses  to  be  made  into  2  houses.  Nothing  has  been 
done. 


Nos.  16  and  17.  Walls  put  in  proper  repair,  improved  ventila¬ 
tion  for  the  bedrooms,  roof  heightened. 

Nos.  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  and  26.  Windows  fixed,  back 
bedroom  not  sufficient  ventilation.  3  houses  overcrowded,  5  water- 
closets  to  9  houses.  No  paving  for  yard.  Staircases  dangerous. 
Brick  floors  damp.  The  owner  refuses  to  do  the  work.  The  Council 
are  proceeding  with  the  work.  Floors  have  been  concreted,  windows 
made  to  open.  Council  doing  the  work. 

Church  Lane. 

Nos.  2,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10.  These  houses  have  been  condemned. 
5  out  of  the  6  are  still  being  occupied.  No.  6,  closing  order  issued. 
This  house  has  been  vacated. 

Nos.  11,  12,13,  14,  15,  16,  and  17.  4  houses  badly  overcrow'ded. 

Owing  to  the  height  of  the  bedrooms  and  living  room  and  air  space 
these  rooms  have  been  condemned.  At  the  present  time  they  are 
still  being  occupied. 

Union  Street. 

Nos.  84  and  86.  Floors  concreted,  roof  put  in  repair,  improved 
ventilation.  Made  into  1  house. 

Nos.  61,  63,  and  65.  Houses  have  been  condemned,  still  being 
occupied. 

Nos.  14  and  16.  Houses  have  been  condemned,  still  being  oc¬ 
cupied.  1  bedroom,  7  persons  sleeping  in  it. 

Nos.  22,  24,  26,  28,  30,  and  32.  1  overcrowded.  All  windows  in 

back  bedrooms  to  be  enlarged.  This  work  has  been  carried  out,  also 
yards  concreted.  Floors  not  concreted,  and  water  closets  not  con¬ 
structed. 

Nos.  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  and  35.  All 
back  bedrooms  not  fit  to  sleep  in,  ceilings  low  and  ventilation  bad. 
Nothing  has  been  done.  Living  rooms  additional  ventilation  has 
been  provided,  yards  concreted.  Water  closets  defective.  Nothing 
done. 

Nos.  4,  6,  8,  and  10.  Flushing  apparatus  to  be  provided.  Work 
carried  out. 

Nos.  88,  90,  and  92.  To  be  converted  into  1.  Nothing  has  been 
done. 

Nos.  3,  5,  and  7.  Houses  have  been  condemned.  Still  being 
occupied. 

Pound  Lane. 

Four  houses  have  been  condemned.  Still  being  occupied. 
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Spring  Row. 

Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9, 11, 13,  15, 17, 19,  21,  and  23.  12  houses.  6  badly 

overcrowded.  Back  bedrooms  low  and  not  fit  to  sleep  in.  roofs  in 
bad  repair.  Floors  brick,  no  paving,  closet  accomodation  privy  type, 
no  sinks.  Houses  to  be  converted  into  7,  and  provided  with  water- 
closets  and  sinks.  Nothing  has  been  done. 

Stowupland  Street. 

Nos.  37,  39,  and  41  to  be  condemned.  Still  occupied. 

No.  53.  Bad  state  of  repair,  lath  and  plaster  walls.  Bedroom 
damp  and  low  roof  in  bad  state  of  repair.  House  condemned. 
Still  being  occupied. 

Nos.  59  and  61.  Very  damp,  brick  on  edge  external  walls,  no 
through  ventilation,  bedrooms  not  fit  to  sleep  in.  1  closet  to  2  houses. 
Houses  abut  on  to  river  Gipping.  These  have  been  condemned  and 
closing  orders  issued,  but  are  still  in  occupation. 

Bury  Street. 

Nos.  101,  105,  107,  109  and  111.  No.  109  has  been  condemned, 
still  being  occupied.  General  construction  of  the  house  bad,  and  no 
ventilation  for  bedroom. 

Nos.  64,  66,  68,  70,  72,  74,  76,  and  78.  These  houses  have  been 
condemned  but  are  still  being  occupied. 

Regent  Street. 

Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9  and  11.  These  houses  have  been  condemned 
but  are  still  beidg  occupied. 

Nos.  67,  69  and  71.  Floors  defective  and  damp. 

Violet  Hill  Road. 

Nos.  61  and  65.  No.  61  and  65  have  been  pulled  down  as  the  site 
is  required  for  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme. 

Ipswich  Street. 

Nos.  59  and  61.  Houses  have  been  condemned,  but  still  being 
occupied. 

No.  42.  Brick  Floor  concreted  and  closet  provided  with  flushing 
apparatus. 

No.  40.  Bedroom  to  be  closed.  Still  occupied. 
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Stricklands  Road. 

Nos.  2,  4,  6,  8,  10,  and  12.  Nos.  8,  10  and  12  condemned.  Still 
occupied. 

Nos.  3  and  5.  Bedrooms  to  be  ventilated.  Work  not  carried  out 

Stowupland  Street. 

Nos.  28,  30  and  32.  Nos.  30  and  32  condemned,  still  occupied. 
No.  28,  improved  ventilation. 

Nos.  40  and  42.  No.  40  to  be  condemned.  Still  occupied. 
No.  42,  improved  ventilation. 

All  these  houses  were  reported  on  in  1919. 

Lime  Tree  Place.  1920. 

Nos.  56,  58,  60,  and  62.  Yards  require  concreting  and  walls 
damp.  Water  closets  provided  with  flushing  apparatus,  and  yards 
concreted.  Work  has  been  carried  out. 

Nos.  107,  109,  111,  and  113.  Yards  require  concreting.  Work 
has  been  carried  out. 

Nos.  51,  53,  and  57.  Floors  require  concreting,  and  yards. 
Work  carried  out. 

Nos.  22  and  34.  Water  closets  require  flushing  apparatus. 
Work  has  been  carried  out. 

Nos.  28,  30,  32,  and  36.  Floors  require  concreting.  Work  has 
been  carried  out. 

i 

Ipswich  Street. 

No.  67.  Bedroom  damp.  Defects  remedied. 

Ipswich  Road. 

No.  15.  Floor  damp,  no  ventilation  for  living  room. 

Nos.  19,  21,  and  23.  The  whole  of  the  drains  were  found 
defective.  9in.  butt  pipes  defective.  Bell  and  lip  traps,  dead  well 
defective,  water  closets  hand  flushed.  All  drains  reconstructed,  new 
closets  erected  and  provided  with  flushing  apparatus  and  proper 
gully  traps  inserted. 

Violet  Hill. 

Nos.  42,  44,  46,  48,  50,  52,  and  54.  External  walls  in  bad  repair 
floors  damp,  water  closets  hand  flushed.  External  walls  have  been 
cemented,  floors  concreted  and  water  closets  provided  with  flushing 
apparatus. 


Bond  Street. 


No.  4.  Brick  Floor  damp.  Floor  has  been  concreted. 

Bridge  Street. 

No.  95.  Bedroom  damp.  Work  not  done. 

Nos.  41,  43,  45,  and  47.  Water  closets  hand  flushed.  These 
have  been  provided  with  flushing  apparatus. 

Nos.  46,  48,  and  50.  Floors  require  concreting  and  yards. 
Work  has  been  carried  out. 

Nos.  94  and  102.  Floors  require  concreting.  Work  has  been 
carried  out. 


Stowupland  Street. 

No.  25.  Living  room  floor  very  damp.  Floor  has  been  concreted 

Regent  Street. 

Nos.  49,  51,  53,  and  55.  Floor  in  living  room  damp.  This  has 
been  concreted.  All  water  closets  hand  flushed.  These  have  been 
heightened  and  provided  with  flushing  apparatus. 

Church  Walk. 

No.  14.  Overcrowded,  ceiling  in  bedroom  in  bad  repair,  ventila¬ 
tion  bad,  walls  damp,  windows  fixed  in  living  room,  drains  blocked, 
water  closet  no  flush  and  out  of  repair. 

No.  15.  Windows  fixed  in  living  room,  ceiling  out  of  repair, 
roof  out  of  repair,  walls  damp,  ventilation  bedroom  bad,  water  closet 
hand  flushed. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  manage¬ 
ment  and  supervision  by  owners. 

In  a  large  majority  of  cases. 

(2)  General  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under  : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act.  )  Notices  served  and  action  taken 

(b)  Housing  Acts.  j  in  some  cases,  for  details  see 

appendices. 

(3)  Difficuties  in  remedying  unfitness  arise  from  shortage  of 

houses. 
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APPENDICES. 
HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
STATISTICS. 

1— GENERAL. 


1.  Estimated  population  ... 

2.  General  Death  Rate  per  1000 

3.  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis 

4.  Infantile  Mortality  per  1000  nett  births  ... 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes 

6.  Number  of  Working  Class  Dwelling  Houses 

7.  Number  of  New  Working  Class  Houses  erected 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


1.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  inspection  of 
District.  Regulations  1910  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  — Number  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  officers  ... 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  19J9. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit, 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  9 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  nil 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied 

(a)  By  owners .  61 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act ,  1919. 

(1)  No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have  always  shown 
me,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  for  the  detailed 
information  and  assistance  he  has  given' me  in  connection  with  the 
General  Sanitary  Report  and  Housing  Report,  and  for  his  general 
assistance  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C*  HOUNSFIELD, 

medical  Officer  of  Health, 

« 
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